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Neppe & Close honored with 2016 Whiting Memorial Award 


Vernon Neppe, M.D., Ph.D., a member of the 
Academy’s advisory council, and Edward Close, 
Ph.D., P.E. were recently honored with the coveted 
international interdisciplinary prize, the 2016 Whit- 
ing Memorial Award for “expanding the boundaries of 
scientific understanding.” The award is administered 
by the International Society for Philosophical En- 
quiry (ISPE) to “reward individuals and groups whose 
accomplishments and goals exemplify the 
ideals of ISPE.” 

According to the Society’s web- 
site, this international award is open 
to anyone worldwide in any discipline 
who typifies the ISPE ideal of “someone 
who strives to benefit society in general 
through advanced enquiry, original re- 
search and/or creative contributions, 
and who has demonstrated significant 
progress in these endeavors.” The nom- 
ination-only award requires unanimous 
committee approval; hence it is a rare 
award. Neppe and Close are the first 
ISPE members to win it since 2008 and 
met through their memberships in this “1 in 1,000” 
intelligence organization: “We needed to combine 
any expertise and knowledge we had to progress 
with this task, which we regarded as, and still regard 
as, ‘the song we're singing in this world’.” Stephen 
Levin, the ISPE president, said, “This is what ISPE is 
all about: Making our world better by ao eee 
profound excellence. This award should have hap- 
pened a long time ago to Drs. Neppe and Close. It’s 
well-deserved and too long coming.” 

A native of South Africa and resident of Se- 
attle, Wash., Neppe is a pioneering internationally 
acclaimed spout E behavioral neurolo- 
gist and neuropsychiatrist, psychopharmacologist, 
psychiatrist, epileptologist, movement disorders 
specialist, and consciousness researcher. A Fellow 
of the prestigious Royal Society (SA), he is the di- 
rector of the Pacific Neuropsychiatric Institute in 
Seattle (www.pni.org), adjunct professor in the De- 
partment of Neurology and Psychiatry at St. Louis 
University, executive director and distinguished 
professor of The Exceptional Creative Achievement 
Organization (www.ecao.us) and director of Human 
Performance Enhancement Division (HPED) of the 
World Institute of Scientific Exploration (WISE) 
He is the author of 11 books and two plays (www. 


Neppe 


brainvoyage.com). 

Neppe collaborated with Close, a physicist, 
pioneering mathematician, environmental engi- 
neer, and cosmologist in developing their model 
of “Triadic Dimensional Distinction Vortical Para- 
digm” (TDVP), which involves a broad spectrum 
scientific model with mathematical proofs, linked 
with philosophy, mysticism and spirituality. Their 
book, Reality Begins with Consciousness: A 
Paradigm Shift that Works, explains their 
revolutionary model. Their research led 
to the well-respected Gabino Barreda 
Award, which was presented to them in 
February 2013 in Puebla, Mexico. 

The research by Neppe and Close 
has empirically shown numerous strik- 
ing groundbreaking paradigm shifts: 
First, space, time, and consciousness 
(STC) are always in union and not just 
one being “a derivative of the other” 
in the known reality. In the December 
2012 issue of The Searchlight, Neppe ex- 
plained it this way: “In 1908, Hermann 
Minkowski made a major jump in physics. No lon- 
ger were space and time separate. You always have 
e and time, you cannot separate them. Einstein 

en validated this. Now a century later, we argue 
that no longer are space, time and consciousness 
separate. They're always inseparable. They may 
appear separated, but they are always tethered 
together. Space, time and consciousness exist in- 
separably even from the tiniest subatomic particle 
to the largest astrophysical phenomena. STC exists 
in all finite subreality as discrete components and 
in infinite reality as continuous. And this infinite is 
always interfacing with the finite. So, fandamentally, 
our model is revolutionary because it is not dualistic 
(requiring a mind and body to interact) and it is not 
monistic in the form of consciousness just being an 
expression of mass and energy, or vice-versa with 
space-time being the endpoint expression of con- 
sciousness. Consciousness is distinct as is space and 
time and they are unified together.” 

Secondly, they showed mathematically that 
finite reality involves nine spinning dimensions and 
our current experience is just a part of that. This was 
done by deriving what is called the Cabibbo angle 


See AWARD page 14 
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Reflecting Light 


N À 


Rick Darby 


Perfection and Its Discontents 


Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 
Matthew 5:48 (New Revised Standard Version) 


Few of us, stumbling through space and time, 
even approach perfection. I believe it was H.L. 
Mencken who said that most people are neither 
very good nor very bad. Not very good, because that 
involves a lot of bother and sometimes putting the 
welfare of others ahead of their own. Not very bad, 
because they have few temptations. 
They don’t know how to rob a bank 
successfully. They don’t know how 
to poison someone and make it look 
like a natural death. 

No doubt many interpret 
Matthew’s words other than literally. 
But some religious teachings, such 
as Buddhism, and certain writers 
seem to insist on perfection, or close 
to it, as a condition for spiritual growth. 

Consider the clairvoyant “spiritual scientist” 
Rudolf Steiner (1861-1925). Usually I’m short of 
patience for occultists, such as those who describe 
in fantastical detail the phenomena of higher planes 
(often with a holier-than-thou side note that only a 
sliver of the Secret Wisdom may be safely revealed 
to the uninitiated). But in a good English translation, 
most of Steiner’s points can at least be grasped 
intellectually, and what’s hard to understand could 
be explained by his having experienced states of 
consciousness far removed from ordinary sense 
perception. He does not seem to practice deliberate 
obscurity to impress the gullible. 

In Knowledge of the Higher Worlds and 
Its Attainment, Steiner goes nearly all in for 
perfectionism. A few examples (out of many) follow. 

e “We are only filled with the right faith in 
the significance of our inner self, of our soul, when 
we work at it as though it were at least as real as 
all external things. We must admit that our every 
feeling produces an effect, just as does every action 
of our hand.” 

e “... It is imperative for the student to strive 
for the absolute purity of his moral character.” 

e “Above all things, desire and craving must 
be silenced, for these are qualities of the soul before 
which all higher knowledge shyly withdraws.” 


Steiner 


e “All curiosity must fall away from the 
student. He must rid himself as much as possible of 
the habit of asking questions merely for the sake of 
gratifying a selfish thirst for knowledge.” 

e “If we become angered, vexed or annoyed, 
we erect a wall around ourselves in the soul-world, 
and the forces which are to develop the eyes of the 
soul cannot approach.” 

e “I suspend my judgment [of the criminal] 
and say to myself: ‘I am, like him, only a human 
being. Through favorable circumstances I received 
an education which perhaps alone saved me from a 
similar fate.’ I may then also come to the conclusion 
that this human brother of mine would have become 
a different man had my teachers taken the same 
pains with him they took with me. I shall reflect on 
the fact that something was given to me which was 
withheld from him, that I enjoy my fortune precisely 
because it was denied him.” 

These principles are given not as the fruits 
of enlightenment, but as prerequisites for it, or 
qualities that must be developed while striving for 
attainment. 

Some are debatable. Yes, feelings matter if we 
seriously want to improve ourselves. Every day we 
choose hundreds of times how to react to people and 
events, in situations trivial or momentous. Most of 
our actions are influenced by feelings that reflect 
— and build — our values and inner resources. 
But surely there is a moral difference between an 
unworthy emotion and a villainous act. 

Is curiosity a failing? Teachers of the highest 
transcendent nature may lack curiosity about earthly 
things because they know all there is to know of 
them. 

Steiner’s thoughts about criminals are naive; 
he must have led a sheltered life. Some educated 
and privileged people opt for evil, and some not so 
favored remain virtuous. 

The drive to become a better person and 
spiritual growth are strongly connected. But 
inevitably we fail and fail again. As in the Roman 
Catholic rite of confession, the habit of examining 
our conscience and acknowledging (especially to 
ourselves) what we have done wrong may be as 
important as the ideal of perfection. Ultimately, both 
may lead to the same glorious awakening. 
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A Vision Statement 


President’s Message 
Providing Guidance in the New Science of Consciousness Survival 


Editor’s Note: See page 16 for notice of new of- 
ficers, including Alan Hugenot as the Academy’s 
president. 


The Meta-Paradigm Shift in Mainstream Science 
We are moving into a new and exciting era 
of cooperation between science and spirituality. 
The scientific meta-paradigm is shifting, and, not 
surprisingly, all the data being collected by frontier 
scientists continues to point to three things: 
1. Consciousness exists outside the physical, 
as is required by our best science of quantum 
electro-dynamics, and as illustrated by the 
proof of John Bell’s “non-locality.” 
2. The physical reality we experience, at its 
most basic level, has been proven by this 
science to actually be made of consciousness. 
Most physicists say “quarks are made of 
vibrations and held together by gluons.” But 
no one has adequately defined the gluons. It 
is easier to just say, “made of consciousness,” 
as is the case with Drs. Vernon Neppe and 
Edward Close (see pg. 1). 
3. Consciousness is also not an epiphenomena 
generated by the brain, but instead, the brain 
is an epiphenomena (a receiver) generated 
by consciousness. 
4. The universe itself appears to be conscious, 
as illustrated in the double-sit experiment. 

Examined closely this data not only allows for 
out-of-body consciousness, but quantum electro- 
dynamics actually requires it. And once you have 
out-of-body consciousness, then consciousness 
survival is a simple extrapolation, with the 
consciousness being able to be out of the body. So, 
for any thinking scientist, “spirituality” becomes an 
automatic part of consciousness research. 

Yet, as small-minded materialists try ever more 
desperately to hold onto their junk science paradigm 
of a physical reality, measuring this shift in the 
overall scientific community is not easy. Indeed, it 
requires the long view of history because, as Max 
Planck stated over a century ago, “Science moves 
forward one funeral at a time,” and so the shift is 
slow. Yet, this pivot from materialism to a conscious 
universe paradigm can be discerned over the last 
half century, by watching my own story of how the 
“crazy idea of having died and come back to life” 
has been treated by the scientific culture. 

A Little History 

Forty-six years ago, in 1970, I had what is now 

called a near-death experience (NDE). Back then, 


before Dr. Raymond Moody’s 1975 book named and 
established the NDE as a phenomenon, standard 
medical procedure was to declare me delusional 
and commit me to an insane asylum until such time 
as I should quit talking about such a “crazy idea of 
having died and come back to life.” Luckily, throug 
the direct intervention 
of my orthopedic 
surgeon, I escaped 
such psychological 
incarceration by leaving 
the hospital five days 
early. 

Forty-four years 
ago, in 1972, the Spiritual 
Frontiers Fellowship (SFF) 
created the Academy of 
Religion and Psychical 
Research (ARPR) as 
the academic forum to 
communicate knowledge about whom we are in 
eternity and our relationship to the greater reality, 
which organization is today, our Academy for 
Spiritual and Consciousness Studies, Inc. (ASCSI). 

The same year, 1972, astronaut Dr. Edgar 
Mitchell, formed the Institute for Noetic Sciences 
(IONS) to scientifically study consciousness. 

Forty-one years ago, in 1975, Dr. Raymond 
Moody, published his groundbreaking study of the 
near-death experience, as the book Life After Life, 
which made it legitimate to discuss the NDE. 

Thirty-eight ago, in 1978, The International 
Association for Near-Death Studies, in response 
to Dr. Moody’s book, was formed to publicize this 
phenomenon within the medical science community. 

Thirty-five years ago, in 1981, President Reagan 
signed legislation that dismantled the tax supported 
system of insane asylums, which greatly curtailed 
psychiatry’s ability to commit people, unless they 
were a threat to themselves or others. Yet, I know of 
at least one NDE experiencer who was committed to 
the Mayo Clinic as recently as 12 years ago (in 2004) 
again for merely talking about that “crazy idea of 
having died and come back to life.” Luckily for her, 
she quickly figured out that they would let her go 
home just as soon as she stopped talking about that 
specific “crazy idea,” and so she quickly conformed 
to their idea of “normal.” 

Twenty-one years ago, in 1995, Dr. Gary 
Schwartz, at the University of Arizona established 


See PRESIDENT, page 6 
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Searchlight Media Watch 


Tom and Lisa Butler, NST 


A Study of End-of-life Dreams and Visions 
(ELDVs) seeks to establish their connection with 
enhancing palliative care for individuals who 
have terminal illness. The findings, published in 
the Journal of Palliative Medicine, showed that the 
closer the patients came to death, the greater the 
frequency of ELDVs 
experienced. Inter- 
estingly, the comfort 
these dreams and 
visions provide also | 
increased. In gen- | 
eral, most of the sub- 
jects had at least one 
ELDV per day. Of E — 
these, half occurred in sleep. All ELDVs were char- 
acterized to be so vivid they seemed real. 

James P. Donnelly, author of the study, relates: 
“This study demonstrates that ELDVs are commonly 
experienced and characterized by a consistent pat- 
tern of realism and emotional significance. These 
dreams and visions may improve quality of life and 
should be treated accordingly.” 

From: “Comfort to the Dying Brought by Near-death 
Experiences,” by A. Maralit, Food World News, October 
2015, foodworldnews.com/ articles / 47236 /20151027 / 
comfort-in-the-dying-process-brought-by-near-death- 
experiences.htm 


KEK 


What Happens to the Soul After Death? An 
article by Jen Engevik at firsttoknow.com asked 
this question. Engevik answered the question by 
using information from ancient philosophies and 
responses from modern mediums. She found several 
patterns. 

1. The Dying do not crossover alone; they see 
dead friends, family members and angels prior to 
leaving their body. 

2. Spirit can leave the earth either before of 
after physical death. The soul drifts in and out of 
the dying body. 

3. The Spirit goes into a rest period after death. 
Someone who has had a traumatic death or has 
been ill for awhile may need more time to regain 
their energy. 

4. A life review occurs. 

5. Asoul becomes a full-fledged Spirit. 

From: “What Happens to Your Soul After You Die? 
Do Ancient Philosophies & Modern Mediums Have the 
Real Answers?” By Jen Engevik, firsttoknow.com 


KKK 


Robert Redford will star in a movie in which 
the afterlife has been proven. According to the 
announcement about the , 
movie The Discovery, it is 
a sci-fi love story set two 
years after the discovery 
of an afterlife that has been 
scientifically proven where 
millions of people have 
taken their own lives in or- 
der to start over. Redford is 
the man who makes “The 
Discovery.” The movie 
started shooting in Rhode Island in late March. 

KEK 


Poll About the Afterlife: a poll done by 
60 minutes and Vanity Fair of 1,010 adults na- 
tionwide late in 2015 received some interestin 
answers to their questions. When asked whic 
they were better prepared for, death or retire- 
ment, 43 percent said they were better prepared 
for death. When asked which they would rather 
know the answer to 48 percent said they would 
rather know what happens after you die to the 
45 percent that said they would rather know 
the meaning of life. When asked if science could 
rove whether the afterlife exists 67 percent said 
that it could not. When asked about near-death 
experiences, 63 percent of those questioned, be- 
lieved near-death experiencers had really seen 
the afterlife and only 27 percent said they were 
delusional. When asked where someone should 
look to learn about the afterlife 61 percent chose 
a religious leader. 
rom: “60 Minutes / Vanity Fair poll: The Afterlife,” 
January 2016, cbsnews.com/news /60-minutesvanity- 
fair-poll-the-afterlife / 


KKK 


Surprising Pet Benefits: The social and 
emotional benefits of pet ownership are many: 
companionship, affection, unconditional love and 
entertainment, to name a few. Children raised with 
pets are more likely to be empathetic and social than 
kids without pets. Recent research has also uncov- 
ered some surprising physical and psychological 
benefits of pet ownership for children and adults. 
And many of the positive effects are not just limited 
to dogs and cats, but rabbits, rodents, birds, fish, 
lizards and other pets as well. Here are six of these 
health benefits: 1) Pets can help prevent eczema 
and some allergies in children. 2) People who own 
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pets make fewer trips to the doctor than those who 
don’t. 3) Pet owners tend to have lower cholesterol 
and triglyceride levels than people who do not have 
pets. 4) eS een has been shown to reduce blood 
pressure and heart rates in adults. 5) Regardless of 
age, people who have pets, especially dogs, get more 
exercise than non-pet owners. 6) Last but not least, 
dog and cat owners are significantly more likely to 
survive heart attacks than non-pet owners, regard- 
less of the severity of the heart attacks. 

From: “Pet Dogs and Cats: 6 Health Benefits,” 
by Joan Liebmann-Smith Ph.D., The Huffington Post, 
huffingtonpost.com 

Pet Communicators: The New York Daily 
News ran an interesting article titled “Pets and 
the afterlife: coping with the death of a beloved 
animal” by Jennifer Angel. Angel interviewed 
two communicators. One was referred to as 
a “pet psychic” and the other as an “animal 
medium.” Angel writes that “Gifted animal 
communicators and pet psychics frequently as- 
sist both dogs and their owners during this dif- 
ficult time and ____ i 
offer invaluable |g 
help and insight 
into the spiritual 
nature of a pet’s |g 
consciousness 
— both on earth 
and in the after- | 
life.” Just some | 
of the questions 
addressed in the = 
article are: Is it Time? What about accidents? 
and signs from the other side? 

From: “Pets and the afterlife: coping with the death 
of a beloved animal,” by Jennifer Angel, Daily News, 
January, 2016, nydailynews.com / life-style / horoscopes / 
pets-after-life-article-1.2480799 


kkk 


The Digital Afterlife: Outside of support 
groups and grief counseling, a great many people 
suffering a bereavement say that they found social 
media to be a great comfort; not just in terms of 
being able to access old po or videos, but in 
the ability it offers to see the other lives touched by 
the person who has died. This is no more evident 
than in the aftermath of a famous figure’s passing; 
just look at the outpouring of love online for David 
Bowie earlier this year. 

A commonly voiced regret among grievers is 
not having taken more video or audio recordings. 
Even more commonly cited is the act of calling some- 
one’s phone, to hear his or her outgoing voicemail 
message. The more vivid the memory, the more we 
treasure it. More and more families are choosing 
to keep the social profiles of their departed active, 
in the form of memorialized pages. As generations 
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pa these memorials have the potential to take on 
istorical value, even functioning as family trees. 
But another regret we are beginning to hear is that 
families forget to pay fees and lose the deceased 
online presence. 

From: “The Digital Afterlife,” by Philip Ellis, 
ogilvydo.com, March, 2016, ogilvydo.com /events / sxsw- 
2016 / the-digital-afterlife / 

Oprah’s Daily Practice: Oprah Winfrey 
has relied on her faith through a lifetime of 
challenges, from surviving child abuse and 
poverty to eventually being one of the most 
recognizable names and l 
faces on the planet. This is 
what she does every day. 
Silence: Each morning |, 
she takes time to be still, i 
center herself and order §f 
her day. Gratitude: She 
constantly gives thanks 
... throughout the day 
for everything - from 
safe travel on city streets 
to having food to eat to 
raising her arms to wash 
her hair — and keeps a 

ratitude journal list at least five things daily. 

resence: Living in the moment is very impor- 
tant: “I don’t want to have to get the lesson of 
losing (things like health and moving about 
freely) to appreciate what it was.” Prayer: She 
prays every night before bed. 

From: “Spirituality According to Oprah” by Bar- 
branda Lupidns Walls, the AAPR Bulletin 

KEK 

An Indian City That Welcomes the Dead 
and Dying: In 1897, writer Mark Twain called 
the Indian city of Varanasi, “Older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend.” 
Twain’s words described this city more than a 
century ago, but you still won't find the India 
of high-tech call centers and cosmopolitan cul- 
ture here today. —______s,_........... 
Instead, this 
spiritual capital 
of Hinduism, 
which dates 
back to the 11th | 
century, is hy- 
per focused on 
the act, and art, | 
of passing on. — ts 
Here, you're literally—and very publicly—sur- 
rounded by the intimate rituals of death. 

From: “A Gorgeous Indian City That Welcomes 
the Dead and Dying,” by Kelly Phillips Badal, trave- 
landleisure.com/ slideshows / varanasi-india-death- 
celebrations? / 
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From page3 


the Laboratory for Advancement in Consciousness 
and Health (LACH), and began to specifically study 
mediumship. 

Finally, an entire generation later, in 2016, 
science has now shifted far enough that, rather 
than trying to incarcerate me in the nut house, I am 
regularly asked to be a featured speaker at national 
conferences of IANDS and ASCSI, specifically to talk 
about that “crazy idea of having died and come back 
to life,” and as a research medium I work regularly 
with IONS and LACH. 

A Singular Honor 

So, when asked by the board to accept the 
honor of serving as president of the Academy for 
Spiritual and Consciousness Studies to fulfill the 
unexpired term of Bill Wilson, I realized this would 
require leading the academy with perceptive vision 
about how consciousness research is becoming the 
emerging focus of mainstream frontier science, 
and to provide a course of action, which will allow 
the Academy to lead the integration of spirituality 
within this research, specifically to further the 
organization’s original goal of communicating 
knowledge about “whom we are in eternity and our 
relationship to the greater reality.” 

Consequently, I am grateful for this opportunity 
to assist in keeping spirituality at the forefront of 
consciousness science. 

Integration of Spirituality into Mainstream 
Consciousness Science 

ASCSI is today becoming the leading national 
organization in this emerging science of Conscious- 
ness and Spirituality. This is because it is the only 
national organization that wants to broadcast the les- 
sons about eternity learned from the entire spectrum 
of what has been called “the paranormal.” And, the 
two laboratories which are active in furthering this 
science are the Consciousness Research Lab at IONS 
in Petaluma, California and LACH at the University 
of Arizona. All three of which, ASCSI, IONS and 
LACH, I am deeply involved. 

Currently, I am personally involved on multiple 
consciousness research projects with these two labo- 
ratories. Beginning in 2015 and continuing today, I 
am working actively as a scientific medium on the 
“Soul Phone” project with Dr. Gary Schwartz, at 
LACH. And in 2014 and again in 2015, and continu- 
ing today, I also work as a research mediumship 
test subject with Dr. Dean Radin and Dr. Arnaud 
Delorme in the Consciousness Research Lab at IONS 
in Petaluma. 

In the Spring of 2016, I also participated as 
a research medium with the Psychical Research 
Foundation, doing readings under controlled 
conditions with Bryan Williams, their assistant 
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director of research. 

But, to stay on point, ASCSI fulfills a unique 
position to communicate knowledge about “whom 
we are in eternity and our relationship to the greater 
reality,” and in so doing meld true science with 
the metaphysical fringe. ASCSI can walk on both 
sides of the street leading the coming together of 
spirituality and science, while opening the mind and 
heart of scientists and also adding scientific rigor 
to spirituality practitioners, by guiding researchers 
and practitioners away from speculation, and into 
the rigorous discipline of true scientific research. 

ASCSl is the only national organization already 
familiar in both these areas, with the maturity 
necessary to interpret the hypothesis generated in 
each area of inquiry and also to collate the disparate 
data into a cohesive vision of consciousness, 
spirituality and consciousness survival. 

Verifying What Is Scientifically True 

What one of my instructors in evidential 
mediumship told me at Arthur Findlay College of 
Psychical Science, in Essex, Great Britain, was that, 


“The New Age’ has hurt spirituality and 
mediumship greatly, particularly because 
many adherents of ‘New Age’ concepts are 
more interested in promoting their own beliefs 
and speculations, and their personal business 
(practice), rather than in finding the central 
truths scientifically.” 


But, true science involves researching to find 
what is actually true (rather than what we wish were 
true) and then revising our prior beliefs to suit the 
new data. So, one of our goals at ASCSI should be 
to fund actual consciousness research. 

However, there are two things that weld us 
permanently to the “New Age” fringe of science. 
First, is the fact that it is precisely in these “off the 
edge” areas of metaphysics where all new scientific 
discoveries will be found, and secondly, the market 
for spiritual conferences is with this very same 
“New Age” audience, precisely those whose lack 
of rigorous standards has caused psychical science 
such damage. 

Finally, Who Am I? 

For those of you who have not met me at one of 
our last two conferences, one in Chapel Hill and the 
other in Scottsdale, you can get a quick read on who 
I really am by simply downloading my May 2016 
book, regarding the Meta-Paradigm shift which is 
currently taking place worldwide as scientists shift 
to a standard model based on a conscious universe. 
Itis easily available on Amazon in the kindle format 
for under $10. It is the red colored book, of the two 
which are listed with Amazon, and entitled The 
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Science of Consciousness Survival. Both books have 
reviews posted there by Michael Tymn, the editor of 
our two publications. Also, the Foreword is written 
by Dr. Gary Schwartz, whom academy members 
all respect. 

If you prefer videos you can watch an interview 
with me on YouTube at this URL: “On The Nature of 
Consciousness & Survival” (October 2015 interview) 
https: / / www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xug3tii0WaQ 

Finally, for those of you who might require an 
additional character reference for me, please contact 
one of my dearest friends, whom you all know as an 
advisory board member of the Academy, Suzanne 
Giesemann, who has been your keynote speaker for 
several conferences. 

I also invite you all to attend the Scottsdale 
Conference from Dec 1-4, where I will be presenting 
the, The Emerging Science of Consciousness Survival. 

My Background with Non-Profits 

I also bring 40 years experience working with 
non-profits in scientific and charitable fields to this 
office, as well as serving as chairman and/or prin- 
ciple engineer on several national committees for 
scientific and engineering organizations. I was also 
concurrently serving on the board for the Interna- 
tional Association for Near-Death Studies (IANDS. 
org), but, now due to my increased duties at ASCSI, 
as your president, I have had to resign from active 
participation on that IANDS Board, although I still 
serve on their development committee. 

So, it is for all of these reasons that we approved 
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the formation of the special topic committees at 
our annual meeting in August. These yet to be 
appointed committee chairs will have responsibility 
for managing our involvement and expression in 
each diverse area of spirituality and consciousness 
science. Through these committees ASCSI will 
also perform the due diligence required to assure 
that what we present to the larger consciousness 
community is entirely scientific, and yet truly 
“spiritual.” If we can provide scientific rigor in this 
former area of chaotic and un-replicated data, the 
world of science will follow our lead and incorporate 
spirituality into consciousness. 

Finally, to perpetuate the legacy which the 
Academy’s founders have given us, we will need 
to attract those young E with their different 
ways of doing things, their different manners and 
modes of dress, and different priorities. All of this 
will cause change, and change, while welcomed, is 
always fearful. For this we will need the courage to 
step forward. 

Thank you for your confidence in asking me 
to lead. 

— Alan Hugenot, Sc.D. 


New Members 

Gerald Malling, Greenville, MI 

Walter & Ruth Dragus, Woolvine, VA 
Jeanne Walker, Tucson, AZ 

Robert & Marie Bauer Stanley, Phoenix, AZ 
Elaine, C. Diorio, Costa Mesa, CA 

Sandra Goldschein, Sun Lakes, AZ 


Linda Taylor, Torrance, CA 

Sylvia M. Lee, Sun Lakes, AZ 

Flora & Edward Miloz, Surprise, AZ 

Blair Stonechild, Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada 
Carolyn Patterson, Dolton, IL 

Afton Roch, Muncie, IN 

A. Irving Rosenberg, Delray Beach, FL 


Still Time to Register for Academy’s Conference 

If you've received this issue of The Searchlight before 
December 1, there’s still time to register for and attend 
the Academy’s conference at the Embassy Suites in Scott- 
sdale, Arizona December 1-4. There will be more than 30 
speakers in addition to a selection of pre and post confer- 
ence workshops on various topics. Among the speakers 
is Dr. Rajiv Parti, whose book is reviewed on page 10 of 
this publication. 

Check the Academy’s website at http: / /ascsi.org/ 
and click on “Community” for full details of the confer- 
ence, including the names of all speakers. If you do not 
have access to a computer, call Paul Hauser, the Acad- 
emy’s executive administrator, at 561-714-1423. 
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Intriguing Evidence From the Past 


The Widow’s Mite: “Nothing Better” 


“I confess that some of these experiences are so 
startling that if they had not come within my own 
vision and hearing, being myself fully acquainted 
with the details of the test conditions imposed, I 
should be strongly attempted to doubt them.” 

So wrote Dr. Isaac K. Funk in the preface of 
his 1904 book, The Widow’s Mite and Other Psychic 
Phenomena, published by his own American com- 
pany, Funk & Wagnalls, also known for producing 
The Standard Dictionary. Although only a chapter 
of the 560-page book is 
devoted to “The Widow’s 
Mite,” it stands out as one 
of the most evidential cases 
in the annals of psychical 
research. 

Sometime during 
1894, Funk borrowed a 
valuable ancient Roman 
coin known as the “Wid- 
ow’s Mite” from Professor 
Charles E. West, the prin- 
cipal of a lady’s school in 
Brooklyn Heights, New 
York to illustrate it in The 
Standard Dictionary. Henry Ward Beecher, a mutual 
friend, had told Funk about the coin and introduced 
him to West some years earlier. 

As Funk was to later recall, he gave the coin to 
his brother, Benjamin, the company’s business man- 
ager, and asked him to return it to Professor West 
after the photographic plate was made. Benjamin 
then gave the coin, along with another coin, both in 
a sealed envelope to H. L. Raymond, head cashier of 
the company. Raymond placed the envelope in the 
drawer of a large combination safe, where it would 
remain forgotten for some nine years. 

It was in February of 1903 that Funk, a mem- 
ber of the American Society for Psychical Research 
(ASPR), was told about an apparently gifted me- 
dium in Brooklyn. She, her son, her brother, and a 
few close friends were holding a kind of “prayer 
meeting” or “family reunion” every Wednesday 
night. Funk arranged to sit with the group. As the 
medium was strictly an amateur and wanted no 
publicity, Funk did not give her name in the book. He 


Funk 


described her, however, as a 68-year-old widow “of 
little school education, refined in manners.” She had 
three spirit controls — a deceased son named Amos, 
a daughter of her brother named Mamie, who died 
at age 7, and George Carroll, the deceased friend of 
a member of the circle. 

As a guest of the private circle, Funk did not 
feel he could impose test conditions upon the me- 
dium. “It was all ‘upon honor,” he wrote. “After 
considerable investigation, however, and fuller 
acquaintance with the family, I am morally certain 
that this confidence in the integrity of the medium 
and family at the time of this mite incident was not 
misplaced.” 

The medium was of the trance, direct-voice 
type, i.e., the voices did not come from her vocal 
cords but from somewhere near her through a float- 
ing trumpet. “The voices are of a great variety,” 
Funk observed. “I counted in a single evening as 
many as twenty — some apparently the voices of 
children, and others of middle-aged persons and 
old men and women; a few of these are the voices of 
Indians, and one of a jolly, typical, Virginian Negro. 
Each voice maintains its individuality during the 
evening and from one evening to another.” Most of 
the communications came from deceased members 
of the family, especially from the brother’s deceased 
wife and the daughter, Mamie. 

On Funk’s third visit to the medium, George 
Carroll spoke up in “his usual strong masculine 
voice” and said: “Has any one here got anything that 
belonged to Mr. Beecher?” There was no reply, but 
Funk, having known Beecher, who had died several 
years earlier, asked for clarification. George Carroll 
bellowed: “...I am told by John Rakestraw, that Mr. 
Beecher, who is not present, is concerned about an 
ancient coin, the ‘Widow’s Mite.’ This coin is out of 
its place and should be returned. It has long been 
away, and Mr. Beecher wishes it returned, and he 
looks to you, doctor, to return it.” 

Funk recalled borrowing the coin, but told 
George that it had been promptly returned. “This 
one has not been returned,” George replied. Funk 
pressed for more information. “I don’t know where it 
is,” George replied. “I am simply impressed that it is 
in a large iron safe in a drawer under a lot of papers 
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and has been lost sight of for years, and that you 
can find it, and Mr. Beecher wishes you to find it.” 

At his office the next day, Funk questioned his 
brother about the coin. Benjamin said that he was 
sure he had returned it to the owner. Funk then ques- 
tioned, Raymond, — 
the head cashier, 4 
who also said it had 
been returned to the 
owner. Funk then 
directed Raymond 
to go to both of the 
company’s iron 
safes and search for 
it. About 20 minutes later, Raymond returned with 
an envelope holding two widow’s mites — one very 
dark and one light. He explained that it was found 
in a little drawer in the safe under a lot of papers. 

Upon examining the two coins, Funk concluded 
that the lighter one was the genuine widow’s mite. 
It was the one displayed in the dictionary. On the 
following Wednesday, Funk attended the Brooklyn 
circle. Toward the end of the session, George Carroll 
began talking and Funk informed him that he had 
found the widow’s mite, in fact, had found two of 
them. He asked George if he knew which was the 
genuine coin. “The black one,” George replied with- 
out hesitation. Funk checked with the Philadelphia 
mint and found that George was right and he was 
wrong. In fact, they had used the wrong coin in the 
dictionary illustration. The light one was simply a 
replica. 

As a test of George or the medium, Funk then 
asked George if he knew from whom he had bor- 
rowed the coin. George responded that it was Mr. 
Beecher’s friend, but he could not give a name. 
George reported, however, that he was being shown 
a picture of a college, which he identified as a lady’s 
college in Brooklyn Heights. Funk also asked George 
to whom the coin should be returned. “I can not tell 
you; I do not know; for some reason Mr. Beecher 
does not tell,” George said. 

Ata circle with another medium the following 
week, Funk heard from Beecher through the me- 
dium’s spirit control. “I was told by the control that 
Mr. Beecher said that he was not concerned about the 
return of the coin,” Funk continued. “What he was 
concerned about was to give me a test that would 
prove the certainty of communication between the 
two worlds, and since that has been accomplished 
in my finding the coin, he cared nothing further 
about it.” 

As West had died, the coin was returned to 
his son. 

Funk ruled out fraud, coincidence, and telepa- 
thy and concluded that spirit communication was 
the most likely explanation. 

“This case, certainly, represents one that has 
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very possible claims to supernormal knowledge, to 
the say the least of it,” Dr. James H. Hyslop, a Colum- 
bia University professor of logic and ethics turned 
psychical researcher, wrote when he read Funk’s full 
report of the case. “I see no way to impeach it posi- 
tively. I could imagine a theory to explain it without 
supposing the supernormal, but I would have no 
possible evidence in favor of what I can imagine.” In 
fact, Hyslop, an ASPR associate, had accompanied 
Funk to one sitting with the Brooklyn medium and 
agreed with him that she was genuine. 

Funk died on April 4, 1912. On October 2 of the 
same year, he began communicating with Hyslo 
through the mediumship of “Mrs. Chenoweth” (a 
pseudonym for a medium later identified as Minnie 
Meserve Soule). Funk provided Hyslop with much 
evidential information relative to his identity and 
informed him that communication was not as easy 
as he had expected when alive. “Thought produces 
images and unless the thought is concentrated on 
some particular thing, the image quickly melts into 
other images, a kaleidoscope movement,” Funk 
communicated through Mrs. Chenoweth’s hand 
while she was in trance. 

Funk 
communi- 
cated sev- 
eral more 
times over 
the next few 
months, 
but did not 
communi- 
cate again 
until nearly 
four years 
later, on June 14, 1916, at which time he referred to 
the time Hyslop had accompanied him to a sitting 
with the Brooklyn medium. This was especially 
evidential to Hyslop as he was certain that Mrs. 
Chenoweth knew nothing of the visit. 

On June 27, Henry Ward Beecher communi- 
cated and also referred to the “money” message. 
But neither Beecher nor Funk could get the words 
“widow’s mite” through the mediums mind or 
hand. The words came out “money” and “bronze 
medal.” Then, on February 14, 1917, Funk’s mother 
communicated and said: “I know that the idea of 
medals and medallions and all articles which sug- 
gest such form is a left over impression of his most 
striking evidence, and he is the receiver of so many 
suggestions of that nature from the living and dead, 
because of his known interest in the ancient coin, and 
it always comes with force as he attempts to write.” 

In his June 28, 1916 communication, Funk said, 
referring to the coin, that “the British Museum held 
nothing better.” 


Hyslop Beecher 


— MET 
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Book Reviews 


Dying to Wake Up: A Doctor’s Voyage into 
the Afterlife and the Wisdom He Brought 
Back, by Rajiv Parti, M.D., with Paul Perry, 
Atria Books, NY, 2016, 240 pages 


As the head of anesthesiology at the Bakersfield 
(Calif.) Heart Hospital, Dr. Rajiv Parti thoroughly 
enjoyed a very luxurious lifestyle. “My goal was 
bigger everything - house, 
cars, art collection, bank 
accounts,” he tells his story, 
further mentioning that he 
looked forward to graduat- 
ing from a Porsche and a 
Hummer to one day having 
a Ferrari in his garage, and 
that at one point during his 
25 years at the hospital he 
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in order to trade on the stock 
market, sometimes making 
a million dollars in one day, 
but then losing itjust as fast. 
He lived in a neighborhood of “mini-castles,” each 
one designed to match the image the owner wanted 
to project. 

Doctors don’t get sick, Parti had come to be- 
lieve. But reality soon hit home, first with a diag- 
nosis in 2008, at age 51, of prostate cancer, followed 
by surgery and various complications, including 
incontinence, impotence, and a dependency on an- 
tidepressants. There were five more surgeries and 
then an infection. It was during a 2010 surgery to 
clean out the infection that Parti went out-of-body. 
He recalls going up toward the ceiling, then looking 
down at the surgeons and nurses. 

Then something happened which Parti did not 
understand. “It was as though my field of vision be- 
came much wider and my consciousness expanded 
well beyond whatever it had been before, as though 
all of my senses had the ability to see, and what they 
saw could easily be different scenes,” he explains, 
going on to say that he dropped in on a conversa- 
tion between his mother and sister in New Delhi. 
He later verified the conversation with his mother 
and the clothes they were wearing. 

But the NDE turned hellish and he heard a 
“voice” tell him that he had led a materialistic and 
selfish life, something he knew was true. He recalls 
seeing his patients as “profit centers,” and having 
little empathy with them. When they attempted to 
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talk with him about personal concerns, he cut them 
off so he could rush home to his computer and play 
the stock market. “I lived inside my own carefully 
constructed bubble. I had forgotten about illness 
and death. I had forgotten about fate and destiny.” 

Ashamed of his self-centered life, Parti prayed 
for a second chance and was then greeted by his fa- 
ther, who appeared 30 years younger than when he 
died. His father accompanied him to a family gather- 
ing, the ancestors welcoming his to a different realm. 
Advice on becoming a more loving person was given 
before he was guided toward a “Being of Light,” by 
two beings he interpreted as “angels.” One of the 
angels told Parti that he doesn’t own his posses- 
sions; they own him, and that breaking the bonds 
of materialism will bring him to a higher level. The 
Being of Light informed him that he would return 
to his earthly life and become a “healer of souls.” 
Parti was unable to identify the Being of Light as 
male or female as the brightness of the light kept 
him from seeing “it.” 

After a feeling of deceleration, Parti found 
himself in the recovery room. When he tried to tell 
other doctors of his experience, they appeared dis- 
interested. Some reacted with antipathy, just as he 
had when some of his patients tried to tell him of 
their NDEs. As Parti interpreted it, he was a victim 
of karma — you "P what you sow. 

Parti gave up his medical practice, downsized 
his house and cars and began learning to live with 
less. His wife, a dentist, supported him in his new 
pursuit. “In a matter of months, we had confronted 
our materialism and won,” Parti states. “By talking 
rationally and separating our needs from our wants, 
we had changed the nature of our egos by 180 de- 
grees. Rather than needing more to feel good about 
ourselves, we discovered the wisdom of less....” Parti 
is now practicing “consciousness-based healing,” 
which is grounded in meditation. 

There is much more to Parti’s intriguing story, 
so much more. Some of it will exceed the boggle 
threshold of even believers. As Dr. Raymond Moody, 
the psychiatrist who did pioneering work in the field 
of near-death experiences, states in the Foreword 
of the book, Parti’s story is one of transcendence 
and transformation. He calls it “one of the most 
astounding and complete near-death experiences 
I have heard in almost fifty years of investigating 
this phenomenon.” 

— Michael Tymn 
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When did you ever become less by dying? 
AFTERLIFE: The Evidence, by Stafford Betty, 
White Crow Books, UK, 2016, 164 pages 


For some, the idea that a book about death can 
provide an uplifting read is undoubtedly an alien one. 
Pagan civilizations had no doubt that individuals 
survived mortal death with 
some form of consciousness 


such that they would need When did 
to have available some of the you ever 
tools, utensils and ornaments become less 
that they used when alive. This | by dying? 


idea was perpetuated with the 
subsequent rise of organized 
religions, but there were usually 
conditions attached: the quality 
of the afterlife depended on the 
quality and beliefs a person held 
on the Earth plane. Thus, a discarnate soul could 
expect an afterlife of bliss or torment that reflected 
the good or evil of his/her earthly life. 

In this book, Professor Stafford Betty, a member 
of the Academy’s advisory council, has laid out the 
rational evidence why we should view the afterlife 
as a continuation of the immortal life of the soul, 
though now in a new realm. Far from representing 
the extinction of our being, the afterlife gives us op- 
portunities to enjoy experiences without the encum- 
brance of earthly ills and distractions, and without 
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Heaven is Beautiful: How Dying Taught 
Me That Death Is Just the Beginning, by 
Peter Baldwin Panagore, Hampton Roads 
Publishing, Charlottesville, VA, Oct. 2015, 
256 pages 


I probably would have read this book earlier 
if it had been given a different title, something like, 
“How I died on a mountain 
top and lived to tell about it,” | ccc oon 
but I usually ignore titles with 
“heaven” in them as they imply a 
more evangelical approach than 
I care for. Fortunately, a friend 
recommended it and said it was 
the best NDE (near-death experi- | 4, 
ence) book he had ever read. 

Author Peter Panagore de- 
tails his 1980 ice-climbing adven- 
ture on Canada’s famous Lower 
Weeping Wall, an experience that 
turned to a misadventure when he and his climbing 
partner were stranded near the top of the mountain 
overnight and nearly froze to death. He recalls ex- 
periencing separation of body and soul. “I found 
myself in a vast, infinite darkness, in a place that 
was not a place, a place that was outside of time, 
and eternal, a place where there is no thing - and 
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judgment or punishment. We can move freely and 
use this freedom to enhance the spiritual and even 
the physical life of those on Earth to a far greater 
extent than we were able to do as mortal souls. 

By reviewing the evidence of deathbed visions, 
near-death experiences, apparitions, poltergeists, 
interaction with mediums, reincarnation and 
other phenomena, Betty gives us many reasons to 
wel our fear of death and to view our spirituality 
as the most important aspect of our personality, 
whether alive or dead. The chapter on poltergeists 
and another about physical or mental disturbance 
believed to be caused by possession of the living 
spirit by a disturbed or malevolent discarnate spirit 
are particularly illuminating and are generally found 
only in specialist books on these subjects. 

Those who fear death should find a great deal 
of comfort and reassurance that death will not mean 
extinction of their being as soul. The material here 
should provide inspiration for us to live mortal life 
as fully and as beneficently for others as we can 
so as to enrich our existence in the afterlife. Before 
the nay-sayers dismiss this evidence because it 
is largely anecdotal, it should be borne in mind 
that historical accounts can often be checked, and 
as similar consequences emerge repeatedly from 
similar phenomena, just as in scientific experiments, 
there are no grounds for disbelief. 

— Howard Jones, Ph.D. 


yet, I was a being ... spherical, sort of, and I had life, 
but no breath,” Panagore explains. “I was me, and 
I knew I was me, yet I had no flesh and no bones.” 

There was a “hellish” part to his experience as 
he recalls seeing, hearing, feeling, understanding 
and embodying all the pain he had ever caused 
anyone during his earthly life. “Every hurt I had 
ever caused, big or small, intended or unintended, 
was piled up for me to see and feel and experience,” 
he offers, adding that he was embarrassed and over- 
whelmed by it all. But during his “passage through 
hell,” Panagore heard the Voice of God and experi- 
enced the Love of God. He says a “divine-infilling” 
then flooded him with knowledge. 

Panagore’s experience was so powerful and 
transforming that he was unable to put it into words 
or tell others of it, for fear of being judged insane. 
He has since been ordained in the United Church 
of Christ and has served churches in Connecticut 
and Maine. 

Although I don’t think I would rank it number 
one on my list, as my friend did, it would certainly 
make the top five or six out of more than 60 indi- 
vidual NDE books I have read. In terms of pure en- 
tertainment reading, I’d rank it in my top three, as it 
was definitely difficult to put down once I got into it. 

— Michael Tymn 
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My Heart Will Triumph, by Mirjana Soldo, 
Catholic Shop Publishing, Cocoa, FL, 2016, 
369 pages 


Apparitions of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Blessed 
Mother, or Mother Mary, if you’re not Catholic) are 
not confined to the past and such places as Guada- 
lupe, Fatima and Lourdes. As set forth in this book, 
such apparitions are continuing today, in the village 
of Medjugorje in what was once Yugoslavia. Author 
Mirjana Soldo is one of the , 
six “visionaries” experienc- 
ing the apparitions, which 
began on June 24, 1981, 
when she was just 16. The 
other five ranged from 10 
to 16. The apparitions were 
daily for the first 18 months, 
but now monthly for Mir- 
jana, and always include 
messages. 

As the debunkers view 
it, children who claim to 
see these apparitions and 
receive messages from the 
Blessed Mother crave attention and are playing 
childish pranks, or they are underfed and suffer 
from hallucinations, eas es a combination of both. 
Where more than one child is involved, it is noth- 
ing more than a collaborative prank or a collective 
hallucination. The pranks and/or hallucinations 
have continued over time as the “visionaries” relish 
the celebrity status accorded them by those foolish 
enough to believe they are actually in contact with 
the spirit world. 

The Medjugorje messages are primarily peti- 
tions to love, forgive, overcome, live in peace, and 
expect eternal life. “Our Lady asks us to return the 
Word of God to our homes,” Mirjana, now 51, writes 
in this autobiography. “Do not let it sit in a dusty 
corner like a decoration, but put it in a place of 
honor where it will be seen and touched.” As recent 
as March 2, 2016, the message was: “Free yourselves 
from everything that binds you to only what is earthly 
and permit what is of God to form your life by your prayer 
and sacrifice....” 

Seemingly more significant than the regular 
messages received over the past 35 years are the 
10 “secrets” entrusted to Mirjana and the other 
visionaries. These secrets will not be revealed until 
the Blessed Mother tells them it is time. These se- 
crets were given individually to the six visionaries 
over many years and they were instructed not to 
compare notes or discuss them with each other or 
with anyone else. “I can say this much - after events 
contained in the first two secrets come to pass, Our 
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Lady will leave a permanent sign on Apparition Hill 
where she first appeared,” Mirjana writes. “Every- 
one will be able to see that human hands could not 
have made it. People will be able to photograph 
and film the sign, but in order to truly comprehend 
it — to experience it with the heart — they will need 
to come to Medjugorje. Seeing it live, with the eyes, 
will be far more beautiful.” 

Today, after 35 years, Mirjana often visits with 
the five other visionaries. “...we might talk about our 
families or our missions, but we never discuss the 
secrets,” she writes. “The six of us do not even know 
if all the secrets we’ve been given are the same.” 

What I found especially interesting about 
Mirjana’s story is the socio-political aspects of the 
communist regime and the attempts to stifle the 
visionaries. Mirjana suddenly became an outcast. 
She was frequently interrogated by the police, 
abandoned by her friends, expelled from her high 
school and forced to attend a school for delinquents. 
Moreover, her family was threatened. 

To the extent that hallucinations are defined to 
be perceptions outside of known reality, the appari- 
tions may very well be hallucinations; however, that 
does not mean they are unreal in a greater reality. It 
also means that they are outside the boundaries of 
mainstream science. In the book, Scientific & Medi- 
cal Studies on the Apparitions at Medjugorje, authors 
René Laurentin and Henri Joyeux discuss the state 
of “ecstasy” observed with the six visionaries. “Sud- 
denly their gaze, already fixed on the location of the 
apparition, becomes more intense,” they explain. 
“There are hardly any movements of the eyelids. 
Their faces become almost imperceptibly brighter 
and turn toward the invisible speaker. They kneel 
down very naturally, all at the same moment.... Their 
lips can be seen moving, but no voices are heard, 
just as it was with Bernadette at Lourdes. They were 
not conscious of this and were surprised when we 
questioned them about this unusual phenomenon. 
They believe they are speaking normally.” 

Close observation by the researchers suggests 
that there are no indications of play-acting or any 
attempts to follow a leader in the group or other- 
wise coordinate their movements. The visionaries 
seemed to lose contact with the surroundings and 
remain insensitive to stimulation, even pinching 
and prodding. At the beginning of the ecstasy, eye 
movements ceased almost simultaneously and the 
eyes remained immobile. 

I find it hard to believe, but equally hard to 
disbelieve. (See “Practicing Death” column on page 
15 for further discussion and to see Mirjana observing 
an apparition on September 2, 2016, see https: / / www. 
youtube.com / watch?v=Nrfbl3AKeOo) 

—Michael Tymn 


The Searchlight — December 2016 


What Is Consciousness? Three Sages Look 
Behind the Veil, by Ervin Laszlo, Jean Houston 
& Larry Dossey, Select Books, Inc., New York, 
2016, 160 pgs. Foreword by Stanley Krippner. 


The topic of consciousness is finally getting the 
attention it deserves. Science has long treated it a by- 
product of physical brain functioning—something 
that comes to an end at death—yet metaphysics holds 
that consciousness is nonlocal, survives death, and is 
the vital focus of enlightenment and spiritual growth. 
The nonlocal aspect of consciousness has been amply 
demonstrated in scientifically conducted studies of 
prayer, remote viewing, and psi; however, we grapple 
with truly understanding what consciousness is, how 
it functions, and how we should regard it. 

This new book by three stellar figures in the 
field—Ervin Laszlo, Jean Houston, and Larry Dos- 
sey—brings consciousness into sharp focus from 
different perspectives, including science. It is packed 
with information, insights, and even practical ap- 
plication material. 

Stanley Krippner, Alan Watts Professor of 
Psychology at Saybrook University, a researcher re- 
nowned for his ground-breaking research in the psi 
aspects of dreams, shamanism, and other-conscious- 
ness-related studies, frames the book in his foreword. 
“I finished this book with a sense of awe and won- 
der,” Krippner says. “None of the authors resort to 
mystical musing or esoteric schema. Their models of 
reality are ‘evidence based,’ and many readers will 
be exposed to data they never knew existed.” 

Jean Houston, a respected scholar, author, and 
philosopher in “human capacities,” leads off with her 
essay, “Consciousness is the Quantum Field of the 
Cosmos.” She explains her research on developing 
human capacities in four areas: sensory / physical, 
psychological, mythical/narrative, and spiritual / 
unitive, all from the quantum physics point of view 
that “our perception of the universe determines the 
very universe that is being observed.” 

“Our creative imagination is truly divine, in that 
it affects the very blueprint of reality,” says Houston. 
“It is the part of us through which God or cosmic 
consciousness imagines this world into being.” 

I was especially appreciative of Houston’s 
generous sharing of specific exercises from her own 
workshops, designed to bring about greater enlight- 
enment, enhanced well-being, and improved mani- 
festation. She teaches how to advance consciousness 
out of the limitations of linear time into the wave 
possibilities of the quantum field. 

Larry Dossey, MD, an internist, and author who 
has done-ground-breaking work on the relationship 
between consciousness, spirituality, and healing, 
provides an insightful overview of consciousness 
in his essay, “Consciousness is Eternal, Infinite, and 
One—A Summing Up.” Our theories and ideas 
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about consciousness over the course of history are 
a tangle, and Dossey deftly navigates the terrain to 
show how our understanding of consciousness has 
advanced. He weaves together perspectives from phi- 
losophers, scientists, writers, and others to reveal the 
intricate, multi-faceted and 
vast nature of consciousness. 
He provides a roadmap that 
orients the reader for both the 
individual journey of con- 
sciousness, and humanity’s 
collective journey as well. 

I found Dossey’s chap- 
ter to be quite thought-pro- 
voking about what we know 
and still do not know about 
consciousness. His presen- 
tation continually asks the 
reader to rethink conscious- 
ness from different viewpoints, and it is an enriching 
exercise. 

Dossey, a member of the Academy’s advisory 
council, discusses the nature of paranormal phenom- 
ena, including how one of the “great breakthroughs” 
recently in physics shows that nonlocal connections 
and entanglements occur on a macro scale. However, 
he points out, the basic conundrum may not be how 
a paranormal event might be valid, “but how we can 
consciously be aware of ordinary experiences.” 

There are not two categories of normal versus 
paranormal consciousness-related phenomena; 
rather, they are all “para” or “normal” as the case may 
be, he says. “If we were sufficiently awake, we might 
realize that the lifting of a finger or the experience of 
love is as astonishing as the survival of bodily death.” 

Ultimately, Dossey says, our knowledge of con- 
sciousness “will always be incomplete and therefore 
tinged with mystery.” Perhaps that is part of our 
journey as well, to acknowledge the mystery and be 
willing to participate in it. 

Laszlo, noted author and researcher on con- 
sciousness, wraps it all up with his essay, “Con- 
sciousness is Mind Beyond Space and Time: The 
New Paradigm.” 

“The new paradigm holds that consciousness is 
a natural phenomenon in the natural world: it does 
not depend on the brain for its existence,” says Lazlo, 
adding that consciousness is a nonlocal projection of 
acosmic hologram. It connects everything across the 
cosmos beyond space and time. 

Laszlo sets forth a 16-point personal credo for 
living as an intrinsic part of the cosmic mind at large. 
It is time for us to realize, at the deepest level, how we 
are a part of everything, and everything is a part of us. 
The world, the cosmos, is within us, not apart from 
us. We have both a right and a duty to become part 
of this integrated wave in order to heal our wounds. 

— Rosemary Ellen Guiley 


KRIPPNER 


WHAT IS 
“= CONSCIOUSNESS? 
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BEHIND THE VEIL 
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From page 1 


in particle physics. Close and Neppe have extended 
this nine dimensional work dramatically with sev- 
eral further proofs. The new Academy president, Dr. 
Alan Hugenot, commented 
in his 2016 ASCSI presen- 
tation that that alone de- 
served a Nobel Prize, and 
“When taken altogether, 
their entire work is worthy 
of several separate Nobel 
Prizes,” 

Thirdly, and perhaps 
their most dramatic addi- 
tion finding, is their math- 
ematical derivation of a 
third mass-less, energy- 
less component to reality 
called “gimmel,” which may in part be some kind of 
“consciousness,” impacting everything: it allows for 
stability of elements and compounds and their stable 
existence in our world; gimmel allows the elements 
of life (H, O, N, C, S, Ca, Mg) and the inert gases (He, 
Ne) to be symmetric and distinguishes ee from 
all other elements, and water as a compound has the 
most amount of relative gimmel. There must also 
be gimmel, otherwise the atom would simply break 
apart and fly away — it’s impossible for the atom 
to exist just as protons, neutrons and electrons with 
subatomic particles—this contradicts the standard 
reductionist model of physics. Neppe and Close 
have also shown how there is gimmel linked with 
dark matter and dark energy, to the extent that 
these dark substances are contained in the atom, 
and that the atom has to be in those nine spinning 
dimensions. This means everything has the same 
laws: no longer is there quantum weirdness and dif- 
ferent laws for quantum physics, macroreality and 
the cosmos! Moreover, they propose that gimmel is 
correct, and the particle named gluons (which won 
the Nobel Prize for Murray Gell-Mann) is incorrect. 

Effectively, with STC in nine dimensions, 
gimmel, and by incorporating infinity, the Neppe- 
Close work has unified all of existence and created 
a theory of everything that works. Building on 
their scientific research, they’ve extended TDVP 
to philosophy, and proposed a mind-brain philo- 
sophical model that could justify, on the one hand, 
our regular three spatial dimensions in a moment 
of time experience of reality, as well as the infinite, 
survival after death, altered states of consciousness, 
and psi. They’ve allowed a new philosophy based 
on science (“Unified Monism”). Moreover, they’ve 
shown that spirituality and science are not separate 
but together, developed a new science “Dimensional 
Biopsychophysics,” and even shown how the under- 
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lying pinnings on a thousands year old philosophy 
of Kabbalic Mysticism can be applied to science — if 
something is fundamentally true it must have en- 
dured for millennia, and our TDVP model now has 
been discovered to have its basis in ancient times! 
Moreover, Neppe and Close do not stop at finite 
reality which can be reduced to infinitesimally small 
three-dimensional blocks called “quanta,” but the 
finite is embedded in a continuous infinite reality, 
again emphasizing the unity of everything. 

Close and Neppe emphasize that over this 
time-period, neither the fundamental nor the de- 
monstrably provable hypotheses of TDVP have been 
refuted. Even more so, with each passing year, some- 
times every week, their model has become stronger. 
Drs. David Stewart and Adrian Klein know their 
work better than anyone else: 


I equate them with greats, such as 
Planck, Einstein, Newton...Their 
work has clarified and extended the 
science and mathematics that these 
geniuses originated. 

— David Stewart 


Said Stewart, a physicist and mathematician: “I 
rank Dr. Edward R. Close and Dr. Vernon M. Neppe 
as peers of the major authors of modern physics 
and mathematics. I equate them with greats, such 
as Planck, Einstein, ... Newton.... Their work has 
clarified, and extended the science and mathemat- 
ics that these geniuses originated ...I foresee the 
day when they will both be awarded other honors, 
such as a Nobel Prize in Physics and (equivalent in) 
Mathematics.” 

Klein, an Israeli dimensional biopsy chophysi- 
cist and consciousness researcher, added: “The 21st 
Century’s revolutionary paradigm shift”; ... “un- 
precedented brilliance and potentially limitless sci- 
entific and philosophical outreach ...yielding a fresh 
and accurate understanding of various investigation 
fields of Nature, and opening ... groundbreaking 
development perspectives for Sciences (emphati- 
cally plural!).” 

Neppe and Close were also both plenary 
keynote speakers at the ASCSI 2015 North Caro- 
lina meeting and presented a one-day workshop 
on their model. To Neppe, “this versatile work has 
gone beyond us. We realize that development of an 
entirely new model of reality is of groundbreaking 
importance, but it might take decades to be fully 
recognized. We hope it will not take that long.” And 
“the practical relevance for the future of science is 
potentially enormous. This is why it’s the song we're 
singing for the world,” Close added. 
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Practicing Death 


To practice death is to practice freedom — Michel de Montaigne 
Michael Tymn 


A Different Take on the Medjugorje Apparitions 


Frankly, I don’t know what to make of the Med- 
jugorje apparitions discussed in the book review on 
page 12. I find it difficult to believe they were or are 
pranks carried out by the six visionaries over some 
35 years. Supporting this belief are various studies 
by scientists — neurological and psychological, in- 
cluding hypnotic — ruling out deception pm 
by the visionaries. Moreover, there is too | 
much sincerity and earnestness in the 
writings of Mirjana to give significant 
weight to the possibility that she has 
carried on the deception for 35 years 
because she relishes the celebrity status. 
Such deception would be in complete | 
opposition to the truths she is attempting 
to relay in the book. Indications are that [ 
the other five visionaries display equal 
earnestness. 

What I have difficulty with are E s 
some of the messages suggesting worship and ritu- 
als over works and meaningful action, rote prayer 
over creative entreaty or thanksgiving, and archaic 
symbolism over more intelligent images. I find it 
difficult to believe that an advanced soul, such as the 
Blessed Mother must be, would urge such mechani- 
cal activities as a way to overcome materialism and 
return to a greater spiritual consciousness. It may 
be that I am more spiritually challenged than I had 
realized, but I am certain that I could never return 
to such a perfunctory spiritual consciousness as that 
I experienced while a practicing Catholic and later 
as a member of several Protestant denominations. 

What really makes me question it all, however, 
is an interview with Vicka Ivankovic, another of the 
visionaries, and her claim that she was given a tour 
of heaven, purgatory and hell by the Blessed Mother. 
In hell, she saw fire, devils, and people with horns 
and tails who looked like devils. 

Then again, it could be that, just as mediums 
are said to be limited by the capacity of their own 
brains in what can be filtered through those brains 
by more advanced spiritual beings, the visionaries 
are likewise limited in what they can understand 
and communicate, thus interpreting everything 
in symbols, words and ways hai are within their 
vocabularies and everyday awareness. That be- 
ing the case, one then wonders why the Blessed 
Mother didn’t recognize that her messages would 
be oversimplified, unless her primary objective 
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was to reach the masses — those with limited spiri- 
tual consciousness who had strayed from spiritual 
ways to materialistic ways in a communist country 
and could only find their way back by returning to 
pagan-like worship, rote prayer and the ancient ritu- 
als and symbolisms of religion. Better a narrowed 
spiritual consciousness than embracing 
materialism and moving into hedonism, 
as the world seems to have done. 

At the risk of being charged with 
blasphemy and spending eternity in 
hell if Mirjana and Vicka really have an 
accurate picture of it all, I see another 
possibility, that of the “group soul.” Vari- 
ous mediumistic revelations suggest that 
many souls continue to identify with 
their earthly religions after transition- 
ing to a certain realm on the other side, 
A and thus there are Catholic, Baptist, 
Mormon, Jewish communities, etc. in what might 
be called the lower-middle realms of the afterlife. 
As the souls continue to evolve, they eventually 
free themselves from the restricted beliefs of their 
religions while moving to higher realms on their 
way to Oneness with God. 

Combine this group soul idea with the findings 
of Allan Kardec, the pioneering French psychical 
researcher who purportedly received messages 
from John the Evangelist, St. Augustine, St. Vincent 
De Paul, St. Louis, “The Spirit of Truth,” Socrates, 
Plato, Fénélon, Franklin and Swedenborg. As Kardec 
came to understand it all, superior spirits, while 
preserving their individuality, have no need to be 
identified with their teachings delivered while on 
earth, but because humans seem to need an ener 
in order to fix their ideas, spirits who identify wit 
the teachings of the famous personage and belong 
to the same “family” or “collective whole” may take 
that famous name to appease us, as it is the teach- 
ing, not the signature, that is important. In effect, 
the Marian apparitions may be projected by well- 
meaning spirits in a Catholic community at some 
mid-level afterlife realm. 

I’ve come to the conclusion that there is just so 
much about the afterlife environment that is beyond 
our comprehension and language that we can do 
no better than just roughly speculate on things we 
don’t and can’t understand. 


P.O. Box 84 
Loxahatchee, FL 33470 
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The mission of The Academy for 
Spiritual and Consciousness 
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and disseminate knowledge of 
how consciousness studies and 
paranormal phenomena may 
relate to and enhance the 
development of the human spirit. 
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Hugenot Takes Over Academy’s Helm 


On August 31, Alan Ross Hugenot was elected 
by the board of directors to the position of president 
of the Academy, succeeding William E. Wilson, who 
resigned to take over the duties of vice president, a 
position previously held by Nancy Zingrone, who 
resigned due to increased personal and professional 
time commitments. She will continue to serve on the 
board of directors. 

A resident of San Francisco, Hugenot, who 
holds a Doctorate of Science degree in mechanical 
engineering, is a retired naval architect and marine 
engineer, still active on various committees and in 
organizations in that field, while also occasionally 
serving as an expert witness in maritime litigation. 

Hugenot became interested in the field of 
consciousness after a near-death experience in 1970. 
However, it wasn’t until 2006, as he approached 
retirement, that he began seriously exploring the broad 
spectrum of consciousness, including mediumship. 
After attending a course in evidential mediumship at 
Arthur Findlay College in England, he developed into 
a test medium for the Consciousness Research 
Laboratory at the Institute of Noetic Sciences. He is 
the author of two books, The Death Experience and The 
New Science of Consciousness Survival. 


“What I envision as the future for the Acade- 
my, is to regain the leadership position which the 
Academy previously held, when the mission was more 
focused on the science of consciousness and 
spirituality, rather than being diffused across so many 
areas of spiritual and consciousness inquiry.” -Hugenot 
told the board at the August 31 meeting. (Hugenot’s 
mission statement is more comprehensively set forth 
beginning on page 3 of this publication.) 

New Directors 

David Stang, Rosemary Ellen Guiley and 
Yvonne Sneeden were elected to the board of 
directors at the August 31 meeting. Stang is a retired 
Washington D.C. lawyer and chairman of the Society 
for the Study of Varieties of Religious Experience, 
predicated upon the scholarship of William James. 
Guiley, now serving as the Academy’s book review 
editor, is a long-time author and investigator in the 
paranormal and metaphysical fields with more that 60 
books to her credit. Sneeden is currently working as a 
global operations manager in the IT industry. A near- 
death experiencer, she is the executive co-producer of 
Back From the Light, a film-documentary focusing on 
NDE survivors and the after effects. 


